The life of Ernesto “Che” Guevara


Ernesto Guevara was born on May 14th, 1928, in Rasario, Argentina.  His parents were Ernesto Sr. and Celia de la Serna. His father Ernesto Guevara, an engineer, was from a family of Irish descent, and his mother, Celia de la Serna, was an Irish-Spanish descent.  All three of them lived in the back woods of Argentina because the parents of Ernesto were not wed yet.  His birth was kept a secret until they were married on June 14 so that they can fool everyone that he was born the day they were wed.  At the age of two Che had his first asthma attack a problem that he lived with for a long time.  When Che was three his family moved to Buenos Aires.  Later, his asthma attacks had gotten so worse that the doctors advised him for a drier climate. Hence once again Guevara family moved, this time to Cordoba. During the Spanish civil war they had supported the Republicans. In time their financial situation worsened.

Ernesto attended Dean Funes high school where he was being educated in English.  While he was in school, he was also learning French from his mother.  At the age of fourteen Che started reading Freud.  He especially loved French poetry, and he had a great passion for Boudelaire’s works. When he was sixteen, he became an admirer of Neruda.  In 1944 Guevara family moved to Buenos Aires because they were having serious financial problems.  Che started working while he was a student so he can help make payments on the rent, food, and what ever was needed.  After graduating, he registered himself to medical school.  In the early years of his study at the medical school he traveled throughout the northern and western parts of Argentina.  While traveling he studied on leprosy and tropical diseases in the villages.

In his last year at the school, Che went on trip through the Latin America by motorbike with his friend Alberto Granadas.  This gave him the chance to get to know better the exploited villagers of the Latin America.  Che graduated from medical school as a doctor in March 1953 and decided to work in a leper colony in Venezuela.  When got out, he stayed in Ecuador for a while, where he met Ricardo Rojo, a lawyer.  Meeting Ricardo turned out to be a turning point in Che’s life.  He changed his mind of going to Venezuela, and instead went to Guatemala with Ricardo Rojo.  During his stay in Guatemala he had met Fidel Castro’s brother Raul as well as many Cuban exiles. When it became too dangerous for him to stay in Guatemala, he went to Mexico.  Here he met Fidel Castro, and joined the Cuban revolutionaries.  Later, he left for Cuba onboard the ship “Granma.”  After the Revolution he, Colonel Ernesto “Che” Guevara, was assigned to the command of fort la Cabana in Havana.  Fidel and Ernesto were opposite but both had complementary personalities.  Fidel as the one whom would settle for nothing less than to be the center of attention had maintained a very impulsive personality.  Che, the one who sat as an observer, spoke when it was necessary to speak an opposing viewpoint and strongly support his arguments.

=====================================================================

Che joined Fidel and Raul Castro on an old yacht to Cuba that contained the core of the future guerrilla movement. The Cuban Revolution thus began on December 2, 1956 with the landing of this ship, the Granma, near the Sierra Maestra mountains on the southeastern coast of Cuba. 

Che didn't stay long with Castro in Havana, however, considering his enormous role in liberating the island and running its central bank. He stayed on only from the fruition of the revolution in January of 1959 until he left for the Congo in April of 1965, but it was long enough to get the new socialist economy on its feet and provide a living example of the "new man" for the people of Cuba with his well renowned volunteer labor campaigns. He longed to return to the battlefield and sow the seeds of socialism elsewhere.

Having achieved his goal of bringing socialism to Cuba (while possibly noting the changes in Fidel that signaled the emergence of a dictator), Che left his comrade in Cuba to attempt to spark similar movements in other oppressed states, first in central Africa and later in the ill-fated Bolivian movement. 

Che set up his African campaign in Dar-Es-Salaam on the mainland of Tanzania in mid-April of 1965 by forming a column that would later invade the neighboring Congo. His mission was a failure. The rebellion didn't have the support of the people or the indigenous soldiers themselves. Bitter, Che left Africa and traveled a bit more while amassing intelligence on other locales more ripe for revolution. 

In November of 1966, disguised as a balding, middle aged business man, Che left his temporary European home to begin his guerrilla odyssey in Bolivia. From late 1966 until October of 1967, Che's campaign struggled with little success against the Bolivian Army. Again, a lack of support by the peasantry and a tepid response to recruitment efforts of Bolivian soldiers by Guevara's group led to failure. In both the Congo and Bolivia, Guevara's "blackmail by presence" (Anderson's phrase) was a key factor in the poor reception he received by the indigenous populations. To them it meant just another "foreign invasion," as at least the armies of the state were of their own ethnic and national background.

Thirty-two years later details of the events that transpired shortly after his death in 1967 remain sketchy. Only in 1997 were remains recovered in Bolivia that have been identified as his, the skeleton, handless and piled in a mass grave with other supposed guerrillas. The only thing certain in this chapter of his life is that he was killed by agents of the Bolivian Army, as the United States' full role in clandestine support of their actions remains to be unclear.

====================================================

 In 1959 he was given Cuban citizenship. Later he married a fellow comrade Aleida March. He was assigned to the presidency of the Institute of National Agricultural Reform, and of the National Bank of Cuba in 1959, by which he was given the financial responsibilities of the country.

In February 23rd, 1961, the Revolutionary Government of Cuba assigned Che as the head of newly established Ministry of Industry. However, during the Playa Giran battle he was again called for the command of the fort. 

In the following years, his many visits to underdeveloped countries provided Che with a closer understanding of the exploited nations and the imperialists. This awakened the rebel in him. He decided to organize the peoples of other Latin American countries. In September of 1965, he left for the unknown countries. In October 3rd, 1965, Fidel Castro read Che’s famous farewell to the people of Cuba.

Ernesto "Che" Guevara was born in Rosario, Argentina on May 14, 1928. The Guevara family was considered middle class even though they did not have too much money. Most of the money that they possessed was passed down to them by their parents and other relatives. Che's father had lost a large amount of the inheritance through failed businesses in which he became involved including a ship factory that was later destroyed by fire, and a farm that grew yerba mate, which never succeeded financially.

At the age of two, Che developed severe asthma which would haunt him for the rest of his life. Regularly he would need to be injected with adrenaline to help him cope with his grave attacks. Due to the fact that his asthma was so serious, Che was unable to attend school regularly, so his mother, Celia, taught him how to read and write at home. At an early age, Che was already reading sophisticated books and poems. Che's personality was also becoming more and more like his mother's. He had a love for danger and was becoming fearless. He was frequently involved in dangerous stunts including tightrope-walking pipelines. Moreover, Che was becoming a show-off.

In 1950, at the age of 22, Che was accepted into Buenos Aires University where he would study medicine. Che had become interested in medicine partly due to the asthma that troubled him frequently. During one of the holidays in his first year at university, Che decided to travel around the northern part of Argentina on a motorized bicycle. For the first time in his life, Che discovered that the wealthy area that he was growing up in was not like the rest of Argentina. He discovered poverty and oppression everywhere he travelled. Che honourably said that he wanted his destiny to be linked to helping these people; the average man.

In 1952, accompanied by a good friend, Alberto Granado, Che departed again for another trip, this time travelling around a number of Latin American countries. Once again Che was distressed by all of the poverty that surrounded him. In particular, he saw how badly the Native Americans were treated. Che also noticed the imperialism of the United States, and their neocolonial exploitation of the Latin American countries. His ever expanding hatred of the United States was beginning to erupt. Finally ending up in Venezuela, Che returned back home while his friend decided to stay and work at a leper colony. Che had promised to meet up with him the following year after he graduated from the university, but for the better, he never ended up doing so.

In 1953, Che graduated from Buenos Aires University and quickly made plans to travel back to Venezuela to meet up once again with his friend. Alberto. But Che never ended up meeting Alberto in Venezuela again, for he got side tracked, and headed to Guatemala, where a social revolution was taking place. It was in Guatemala that Che first became interested in politics as he mingled with a number of political exiles and starting reading up Marxism and Leninism. Che was supporting the Arbenz regime which was fighting against the CIA-backed Castillo rebels. He took an interest in armed battle, and signed up to fight, but was called to work in the hospital instead due to the fact that he was a doctor. In June 1952, the Arbenz regime was beaten. and Che fled to Mexico with the other political exiles in fear of being jailed in Guatemala.

In July of 1955, Che met Fidel and Raul Castro. Fidel informed him about his plans to invade Cuba. Immediately Che became interested in Fidel's plot to overthrow the corrupt Batista dictatorship, and talked his way into becoming the doctor for the small rebel army. This would be Che's first real chance to fight for the average man and against imperialism in his quest for equality. Che began military training, and even though his asthma was still acting up, he excelled in the exercises and drills. On November 25, 1965, the 62 armed rebels left Mexico on a small boat named the Granma, heading to the shores of Cuba. 

Upon setting foot on Cuba, the rebels were attacked, wiping out most of the team and separating the rest. Fifteen guerillas including Che, Fidel and Raul, met up in the Sierra Maestra mountain range with only nine weapons. In retrospect, it is incredible that such a small group lead a successful revolution taking back Cuba from the Batista regime.

During the initial part of the revolution, Che showed courage and fearlessness as he participated in the first battles putting his life on the line, and fighting for what he believed in. Che also attended to his job as the medical doctor, and aided many injured rebels. The other guerrilla's, including Fidel, noticed Che's huge effort in the revolutionary struggle, and in June 1957, he was named Commander of the second column, second-in-command next to Fidel Castro. 

As Commander, Che was very strict and expected a great deal of effort from his soldiers. He was known to order executions and other severe punishments for traitors and those who didn't obey orders. But Che also cared for his fellow rebels. He helped teach some how to read and write, and introduced them to Cuban history and Marxism. Che was very respected among his column because he never took advantage of the fact that he was in charge. He had the same privileges as any of the others. As the support for the rebels was expanding, word spread amongst the peasants in Cuba about the heroic figure known as "Che", the foreigner who had a major role in the revolution taking place. Batista and the CIA hated all the support for Che, and they dubbed him as "a murderer for hire, a pathological criminal..a mercenary, who lent his services to international communism, that he used terrorist methods and that he socialized [brainwashed] the women and took away their sons.." to try and scare the people.During the revolution, Che came to the conclusion that armed struggle and violence, was the only way to win a revolution. He believed that hatred was necessary if one wanted to be successful in a revolution.

In 1958, Che was ordered by Fidel to expand the revolution into Central Cuba. This was not an easy task, but if he and his fellow guerillas succeeded, the revolution would surely be won. Che lead his column into the province of Las Villas where they wiped out the defending army. On December 29, 365 guerillas lead by Che took on 3500 soldiers in Santa Clara, one of Cuba's largest cities. This was one of the most important battles in the revolution, for if the guerillas came up on top, the revolution would be won. In a mere three days, the rebels overtook the city. On December 31, Batista and his family fled Cuba. The revolution had been won. On January 2, 1959, Che and the other revolutionaries entered Havana celebrating. 

During his stay in Cuba, Che held a number of high-ranking positions in the government. In October, He became head of the Industry Department in the ARNI. His goals were to pay off the cost of the revolution. On November 23, Che introduced the first "day of voluntary labour" in Cuba where people would voluntarily work for one day. Soon after this, Che introduced his "New Man" theory which stated that people should work for altruistic reasons rather than for money. Che was becoming more and more like the "new man". He volunteered at the Academic Militar-Cultural in La Cabana where he taught basic literacy, political awareness, history and geography. In November of 1959, Che became president of the National Bank, and in February he was named Minister of Industry. In all of the jobs that Che held in Cuba, his goal was to reorient the country to socialism. In a speech called "Social Projections of the Rebel Army" he talked about the need to nationalize Cuba's resources and industry. Che also called for the need to industrialize Cuba rather than focussing on sugar cane. Che also travelled around the Communist Block, including China, Czechoslovakia and the USSR, as part of a commercial delegation. In April of 1965 Fidel received a letter from Che denouncing his position in the government and his Cuban citizenship. He wrote: "I formally renounce my position in the national leadership of the party, my post as minister, my rank as major and my Cuban Citizenship...other nations of the world call for my modest efforts".

Che disappeared from the public eye for two years after he denounced his positions in the Cuban government. In 1965 he secretly had conferences with a hundred comrades in Cuba who would participate in the revolution that was going on in the Congo. In the Congo things did not turn out as Che had wanted them to. He did not feel that the rebels were good enough fighters and not inspired enough to go through with the revolution. In general, the rebels lacked discipline and there was not enough unity between the soldiers like there had been during the Cuban revolution. He left the Congo with his remaining Cuban comrades in March of 1966.

Che had a plan to revolutionize Bolivia, which would then be the central base for his guerilla force. He and his fellow guerillas would then expand and revolutionize the whole South American continent. On November 3, 1966, Che arrived in Bolivia disguised as a businessman. In Bolivia, the revolution wasn't going as planned for several. The first was that the revolutionaries could not get the support from the peasants. Secondly, the United States was sending in weapons and trained anti-guerilla fighters. On October 8, 1967, Che and his column were ambushed and captured. The next day, Che was executed. The order came from Lyndon B. Johnson, the President of the USA. 

