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THE BIRTH 
OF JESUS CHRIST is, for believers 

and not, an extraordinary event that marked
the world history. The Catholic Church cele-
bration of that date, occurring every 50 years
and called Jubilee (Iubilaeum), can be a
chance of reflection also for the scientific
community. 

The conference in Jerusalem, Assisi and
Rome will provide an opportunity to discuss
relevant clinical and bioethical issues con-
cerning the human birth, seen as the first vis-
ible step of a free way, though in some sense
dependent way, of development.

The discussion will be focused on the
advances in clinical management and
research in perinatal medicine and  in vari-
ous aspects of development.

It could be a kind of oecumenical (in the
sense of universal, like Science can only be)
research to approach the revolutionary event
of birth with the extraordinary charge of Life
and Love inside.
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Friday evening, september, 8

Opening of the Jubilee Days

Welcome concert

Saturday morning september, 9

The University for a New Humanism

Meeting with John Paul II

Liturgy of the word

Presentation of the congresses
synthesis

Speech of the Holy Father

Saturday evening 

Penitential celebrations 
by linguistic groups

English, Spanish, French, German, Italian,
Portuguese, Arabic and Polish

Sunday morning september, 10

Solemn Pontifical Mass

presided over by His Holiness John Paul II

Jubilee of the University

ROME, vatican
September 8-10

Thursday morning, September 7

Behavioural variability, 
an indicator of neurological 
well-being and prerequisite 
for parents-infant interaction
Invited speaker: prof. Paul Casaer (Leuven) 

Discussants: prof. Emilio Fernandez Alvarez
(Barcelona)                         
prof. Michael Cohen (Halifax)

Methodology of the follow up 
of newborns at neurological risk

Invited speaker: prof. Lilly Dubowitz (London)

Discussants: prof. Thiery Deonna (Lausanne)
dr. Anne Johnson (Oxford)                        

Visual early development, 
a privileged nod between 
neurological and cognitive 
competences
Invited speaker: prof. Heinz Prechtl (Graz)

Discussants: prof. Janette Atkinson (London)
prof. Francesco Guzzetta (Rome)

Thursday afternoon

Muscolar disorders in infants: 
a genetic and clinical challenge

Invited speaker: prof. Victor Dubowitz (London)

Discussants: prof. Giovanni Lanzi (Pavia)
prof. Eugenio Mercuri (London)

Oral interventions and Posters

Friday morning, September 8

Biological bases of structural 
and functional reorganization 
of brain damage

Invited speaker: prof. Philippe Evrard (Paris)
Discussants: prof. Harry Chugani (Detroit)

prof. F. Vargha Khadem
(London)

Round Table on  “Effectiveness 
of rehabilitation in developmental 
Disorders” 

prof. Giovanni Cioni (Pisa)
prof. Hans Forssberg 
(Stockholm)                                               
prof. Pierre Ferrari (Paris)
dr. Daria Riva (Milan)

JERUSALEM
September 2-4

ASSISI
September 6-8

Wednesday afternoon, September 6

Advances in neonatal cares
to prevent brain damage 
in full term newborn

Invited speaker: prof. Joseph J. Volpe (Boston)

Discussants: prof. Linda de Vries (Utrecht)
prof. Adre du Plessis (Boston)

Social biological and medical 
origin of neurological risk 
in newborn: the case of IUGR

Invited speaker: prof. Shaul Harel (Tel Aviv)

Discussants: prof. Alessandro Caruso (Rome)
prof.  Gerald Visser (Utrecht)

Round Table on “Newborns at risk: 
bioethical point of view”

prof. Antonio Spagnolo (Rome)
prof. Abraham Steinberg (Israel)
prof. Foad Azem (Israel)     

Saturday morning, September 2

New technologies 
in prenatal diagnosis

Moderator: Gerard Visser (The Netherlands)

Presenter: Ariel J. Jaffa (Israel)

Discussant: Eliezer Shalev (Israel)
General discussion

Increased frequency of genetic 
thrombophilias in women 
with complications of pregnancy 

Moderator: Amiram Eldor (Israel)

Presenter: Michael J. Kupfermine (Israel)

Discussants: Eyal Schiff (Israel)
Gerard Visser (The Netherlands)
General discussion

Saturday afternoon

Fetal ultrasonographic abnormalities 
and neurodevelopmental outcome

Moderator: Philippe Evrard (France)

Presenter: Yael Leitner (Israel)

Discussants: Linda de Vries (The Netherlands)
Paolo Curatolo (Italy)
General discussion

Advances in neonatal care 
for the prevention of brain damage 
in the premature newborn

Moderator: Paul Casaer (Belgium)

Presenter: Adré du Plessis (USA)

Discussants: Linda de Vries (The Netherlands)
General discussion

Neonatal spontaneous motility: 
an early predictor 
for neurodevelopmental outcome

Moderator: Heinz Precthl (Austria)

Presenter: Luba Zuk

Discussants: Victor Dubowitz (UK)
Giovanni Cioni (Italy)
General discussion

Monday morning, September 4

Medical and surgical management 
and prognosis of intraventricular 
haemorrhage (IVH)

Moderator: Lilly Dubowitz (UK)

Presenter: Shlomo Costantini (Israel)

Discussants: Francesco Guzzetta (Italy)
Philippe Evrard (France)
General discussion

Pre and perinatal risk factors 
and outcome in 
neurodevelopmental disabilities

Moderator: Giovanni Cioni (Italy)

Presenters: Francis B. Mimouni (Israel)
Shaul Dollberg (Israel)

Discussant: Paul Casaer (Belgium)
General discussion

Monday afternoon

The fetus at risk: 
bioethical and juridical issues

Moderators: David Stumpf, USA
Shlomo Mashiach, Israel

Discussants: Yousef Zaknoun (Israel) –  christianity
Foad Azem (Israel) – islam
Abraham Steinberg (Israel) – judaism

General discussion



ORGANIZING 
SECRETARIAT

Neuropsichiatria Infantile
Policlinico A. Gemelli
Largo Gemelli, 8
00168 Roma
tel +39 06 30155340
fax +39 06 3016694

dr. Daniela Ricci
e-mail npi@rm.unicatt.it

http://web.tiscalinet.it/birth

ORGANIZING 
COMMITTEE

prof. Francesco Guzzetta (Rome)
prof. Giovanni Cioni (Pisa)
prof. Eugenio Mercuri (London)


